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     Welcome to our organization’s latest publication, The
Wildwood Digest. We’re hoping you enjoy this multi-media
presentation that brings together all of Wildwood’s
communication efforts in one place. Please let us know what
you think and any ideas you may have to make it better.
     Here we are, already in another holiday season and
unfortunately still in the midst of a pandemic that we all
thought would be long gone by now. When it comes to
planning and structuring Wildwood’s support of individuals,
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families and our workforce, it has been a priority to keep true to our mission while at
the same time keeping everyone safe.
    Life has marched on and Wildwood has kept pace with just what life means in a
pandemic. In many ways, this has meant trying to hit a constantly moving target and
balancing everyone’s quality of life, mental and physical well-being, and their safety.
Striking the balance between safety and every individual’s desire to strive for
fulfillment and independence has been a challenge. In the midst of these often-trying
times and with the holiday season upon us, it is important to reflect on each and
every thing we have to be grateful for. 
   Wildwood is strong, vibrant and ready for the future. It is so vitally important for
everyone to let the community and our elected officials know how much the people
we support, their families and our dedicated workforce matter. Your response this
year has been extraordinary and we will need to work just as hard in 2022 and
beyond to have our voices heard. We all know it is more important than ever.
  In closing, I wish each and every one of you a beautiful holiday season surrounded
by the people you love, filled with gratitude and a renewed determination to emerge
on the other side of this time stronger than ever.
 
          

Sincerely, 



IN THE NEWS

Music Therapy 
Spectrum News brings awareness to viewers about
how music therapy is used for educational
curriculum and communication.

Smile Lodge Employment
Spectrum News took a trip over to the Smile Lodge
in Clifton Park to document the amazing work of
Wildwood's Employment Department.

The Gift of Giving
WNYT News 13 interviewed Tom Schreck on how
donating gifts can play a major role in others
holiday season. This story reached over 174,000
people.

DSP Week
CBS6 Interviewed Tom Schreck about the
importance of DSP's and how Wildwood saluted
DSPs for the work they do all year long.

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/education/2021/10/26/wildwood-school-music-therapy-program
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/business/2021/10/14/direct-support-professionals-wildwood
https://wnyt.com/albany-new-york-news/sefcu-donating-more-than-200000-worth-of-gifts-to-people-in-need/6325525/
https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/wildwood-highlights-direct-support-professional-appreciation-week


VISIT YOUTUBE

DSP Week 2021
Wildwood honors its DSPs that work
hard each and everyday.

Giving Thanks 2021
HEAL's "Giving Thanks" programs packed
125 boxes filled with Thanksgiving
essentials to distribute to Wildwood
Employees.

FACEBOOK FAVORITES

Last Quarter, 
Wildwood's

Facebook Posts
Reached Over
50,000 People!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEbvpSLGhw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2i4E-_mg8E&t=8s


Redefining Work

Happy Holidays from the
Recruiter’s Corner

John Pagano, Transition Assistant

Michele Hall, Recruiter

Ways to Work Through
Energy During School

There is more to school than just sitting at a desk. For
students, it's about learning how to express themselves
reaching goals, and learning new skills.

Taylor Sweet, Teaching Assistant

Learn how vocational education helps build skills that
lead to independence while changing the traditional
perception of 'work' for our students.

Stuck dealing with awkward small talk over the
holidays? Learn how to discuss job opportunities and
benefits available at Wildwood!

https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/399-ways-to-work-through-energy-during-school
https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/395-redefining-work-building-skills-for-less-restrictive-futures
https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/396-happy-holidays-from-the-recruiter-s-corner


REACHING OUT CONTINUED

Breaking Down
Communication Barriers

Wildwood's new Communication Task Force aims to
break communications barriers that people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities face every
day.

Cailin Sofko, Behavior Specialist

Caregiving: All About Finding Balance

Find out more about the life of a caregiver, and how
giving care to others encapsulates their life. 

Melinda Burns, Director of Adult Education

Three Tips to Help Parents and Young Adults
Successfully Socialize at The Holidays

Use these three socialization tips to help young adults
with I/DD and their parents enjoy their holidays to the
fullest. 

Kate Napolitano, Social Relationships and Sexuality Educator

The Day Hab Family Connection
Network: Bringing Families Together

The Day Hab Family Connection Network was created
to be a central resource for families of individuals that
we support can turn to. How was it formed? Read more
to find out!

Maggie Pascucci, LMSW and Amelia Izzo, LMSW

https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/398-breaking-down-communication-barriers
https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/404-caregiving-all-about-finding-balance
https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/402-three-tips-to-help-parents-and-young-adults-successfully-socialize-at-the-holidays
https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/403-the-day-hab-family-connection-network-bringing-families-together
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 enough for everything that you have done for our son/daughter and our family”.  
You can see the gratitude in the pile of holiday presents that grow bigger and bigger
waiting for our mighty Transportation team to deliver them to our residents without
families.  For many of them, their direct support staff at Wildwood is their family.
From our end, we would be lost without all of our kind and generous families,
friends, and community partners who continue to be there for us, day after day, year
after year. They keep us close in their hearts and consistently go the extra mile to
help us out at all times.  As John F. Kennedy once said… “We must find time to stop
and thank the people who make a difference in our lives.”  
From all of us to all of you, we thank you for truly making a difference in so many
lives here at Wildwood.
                                                                     
                                                                                       With endless gratitude,

                                                                                           

LETTERS FROM THE FOUNDATION
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Be Fair To Direct Care!
Jesse Skiba, Self-Advocate, Trainer and Recruiter
Michelle Brown, Coordinator of Integration and Advocacy

Learn more about Governor Hochul's $1.5
billion dollar funding and how it benefits
DSP's. 

Lauren Roecker
 Executive Director of the Wildwood Foundation

 

 As I sit here penning my way through a massive stack of
thank- you letters for our many generous donors, I am
once again overcome with gratitude. Gratitude is
everywhere throughout Wildwood, and especially this
time of year. 
You can hear the gratitude in the many conversations
with family members flowing freely from both ends. All
too often before I can even finish saying the words
“Thank you”, I hear from the other end, “I don’t know 
 what we would do without Wildwood” or, We can’t thank
you

https://www.wildwoodprograms.org/index.php/news/397-finally-fair-to-direct-care
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THE WILDWOOD DIGEST IS A PUBLICATION OF THE WILDWOOD
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

TOM SCHRECK - DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
NICOLE VANDENBURGH - SENIOR COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
REBECCA FLORES - GRAPHIC DESIGNER 

Follow Us on Facebook!

PAST EVENTS

September 25th - Walk for Wildwood 
November 4th - Wildwood Trivia Night
November 17th - 2nd Annual Social
Relationships and Sexuality Conference

VALUES IN ACTION WINNERS

October Winners: November Winner: December Winner: 

Nicole Alger Victoria Seaburg
Traci St Denis
Ja'Nece King

FUTURE EVENTS
January 10th - United People's Self Advocacy Meeting
January 14th - Adult Ed Registration Deadline
February 14th - United People's Self Advocacy Meeting
February 15th - Virtual Job Fair- Union College
March 3rd - UAlbany Live Job Fair
April 1st - The Wildwood Gala

Louis Kontakos

VIA

https://www.facebook.com/WildwoodPrograms

